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“Soaring to Victory”
Dear Parents/Guardians,
71 Sandringham Drive
Courtice, Ontario L1E 1W8
Tel: 905 433 8747
Fax: 905 433 0800
http://emilystowe.kprdsb.ca

Principal’s Message

It’s been a busy time at Dr. Emily Stowe. Teachers have been working hard to push through the
curriculum and engage students. Students have had their noses to the grindstone and are learning
something new every day. Support staff quietly assist staff and students in all that they do. Mrs.
Leggo, Mrs. Colpitts and Brad keep us organized and safe. Dr. Emily Stowe is a special place to
be. Parents, volunteers and community partners support all that we do and, together, we make a
pretty amazing team! It will soon be time to relax and celebrate!
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This month we hosted a Parents and Prevention information evening about Human Trafficking in
partnership with Durham Victim Services and Police. We learned about the stages that are
carefully employed by perpetrators to earn a victim’s trust, and the strategies parents can use to
protect their child. A grade eight presentation will follow. CBC’s The National was present and
our speaker will be featured as part of a series on this important issue.
Our School Climate Survey reveals that even though our students generally feel positive about
themselves and have an overall understanding of how to deal with conflict and bullying, they
continue to report feelings of anxiety. Mrs. Weinberger took four of our students to Ontario
Shores to learn more about such mental health issues. They will work together to implement new
ideas to educate and support our students.
Overall, the message that was most prevalent throughout these presentations was that parents
need to listen to their children without judgement, spend time with them and tell them how
proud of them they are. In all scenarios provided, those who experienced suffering shared the
importance of human connection. Our positive relationships with one another may ease
suffering and could save a life.
I urge you to reflect on this message. Please put down the phone, talk to your children and pay
attention to the signs and behaviours that communicate a message unto themselves. Our children
desperately want our love and approval. Invest in your family by being present with them, rather
than being absent in their presence by scrolling through the endless reams of posts that most often
do not share our hopes and dreams, or by playing games we truly will never win.
It is at this time of year that we often reflect on our blessings and reach out to others who may be
suffering. Please consider donating a toy or canned food for Bethesda House. Your donations
are gratefully received as they symbolize your care.
I wish you a holiday full of hope and happiness, as you create beautiful memories with loved ones
and build relationships to connect us in the spirit of community.
Peace,
Mme Haley-Twiss
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School Council

It’s hard to believe that the holiday season is already upon us! The first part of the school year seems to have
just flown by! For those that are looking for locally crafted gifts this holiday season look no further! Our annual
Christmas Market is coming up on Friday December 6th from 5 – 9pm and we have lots of different vendors
coming for you to choose from. There will also be raffle prizes, a bake sale, and games on the stage for the
children to participate in. Come on out and support our school in this fun, family friendly event!
Our poinsettia fundraiser was a great success again this year raising close to $1000 for our music program!
Thank you for supporting this wonderful fundraiser each year! Plants will be available for pick-up starting at
3pm on Friday December 6th in the library.
The Healthy Hunger lunch program has been doing incredibly well this year and it is now open for you to
place your orders all the way to the end of the school year!
The School Council has also invited Dr. Robyne Hanley-Dafoe back for another evening with our parents and
guardians after her successful discussion last year. This year’s talk will be held on Wednesday January 22 nd
starting at 6:30pm and she will be discussing the concept of resiliency and how you can foster it within yourself
and those around you.
The School Council wishes everyone a safe and happy holiday season! Our next council meeting is Tuesday
January 21st at 6:15pm in the library. Child minding is available, and all parents and guardians are welcome to
attend.
Jackie Hester, Chair
soccer147@yahoo.com

Character in the School
December’s Character Attribute
Responsibility
I am responsible for my thoughts, words and actions. I am accountable for my choices. I admit
my mistakes and work to correct them. People can depend on me to honour my commitments.
I demonstrate active citizenship.

Student Council
As we approach the holiday season, we think about those less fortunate. We have begun our Annual Food &
Toy Drive for Bethesda House. It will run until December 12th. Student Council will collect donations every day
from classrooms. Notices are attached for additional events such as our upcoming Spirit Days and Candycanegrams. Thank you for your support.
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Intermediate Volleyball
The Intermediate Volleyball teams represented Stowe at the ASG tournament on November 29. These
individuals demonstrated excellent growth and commitment during practices. At the tournament, they
modelled both sportsmanship and teamwork. Congratulations to both teams and thank you for a great season!
The boys will advance to the KPREAA tournament on Dec 16.
A special thank-you to Mr. Salter for his assistance during practices.
Girls Team: Hailey W., Audrey L., Machalya D., Harper M., Ella M., Kenzie A., Claire B., Ashley P., Leah P.
Boys Team: Emerson R., Tyus S., David B., Hariz S., Gavin W., Henry B., Mitchell S., Logan M., Jayden F.
Mme. Miriam and Mrs. Murru

Holiday Concerts
We are pleased to invite parents/guardians to the holiday concerts this year scheduled
for Wednesday, December 18th. A variety of groups will be performing at 11:30 a.m.
Kindergarten classes will perform at 2:00 pm. Classroom teachers will provide more
information if they are choosing to participate. There will also be a dress rehearsal on
the morning of the 17th at 9:00 am for the school. Parents are invited to the
performance on the 18th. Please remember, we do have limited seating capacity in
the gym. We ask that you please bring a non-perishable food item or new toy donation for our Food and Toy
Drive to support the Bethesda House.

TAMI
On Tuesday November 26th, Mrs. Weinberger and 4 intermediate
students went to the TAMI (Talking About Mental Health) conference
at Whitby Shores. They participated in engaging mental health
activities, listed to guest speakers and are going to be working hard to
stomp out the stigmas attached to mental illness in their school
community. We are looking forward to the in school initiatives the
students will create to teach others about trust, gratitude and
mindfulness.
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Christmas Market
Be sure to come by the school on Friday, December 6th from 5-9 pm for a fun-filled evening of shopping from
our local vendors. There will be face painting, cookie decorating, games, raffle prizes, a delicious bake sale and
so much more! Help support Bethesda House and drop off a non-perishable food donation or a new toy. If
anyone would like to donate any items for the raffle, please send an email to
emilystowechristmasmarket@gmail.com.
For those who ordered poinsettias from our fundraising drive last month, those will be available for pick up on
Friday, December 6th from 3-9 p.m. in the library.

Disbursement of Students
Sometimes if we do not have a teacher replaced with a supply teacher, students from that class are disbursed
to other classes. They go in small groups to a class that is pre-determined at the beginning of the year. Teachers
leave work for the students and plans for the teacher so that they have ample work to do and will be taught
accordingly. Our teachers are very organized and provide enough work to support student learning for the
entire day.

Volunteers at Stowe
We have many amazing volunteers at Dr. Emily Stowe. If you are interested in volunteering, please see us at
the office for a Police Record Check. We have had some questions regarding the role.
Volunteers are not required to evaluate students but may assist with supervision on school trips. They shall
“maintain confidentiality and adhere to the code of conduct normally expected of employees including meeting
the requirements of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, regarding all student and school
issues (KPRDSB Regulation Code: B-7.2.1)”. Our Code of Conduct can be found on our website if needed.
Volunteers are asked by teachers to assist in their classrooms for a specific purpose or task. We ask that
volunteers first report to the office to sign in and receive a volunteer tag, then report directly to the classrooms
they are invited to. Volunteers are not to enter classrooms where they are not expected. We also ask that
volunteers do not enter the staff room as this contains an office area that is used for a variety of purposes,
including counseling. Teachers may also be conferencing with one another about a student in this location of
the school. In order to maintain privacy and confidentiality, we ask that you respect this request. Any parent
who is doing a placement at the school for teaching purposes is permitted in the staff room as their role is one
of teacher.
Thank you to all of our volunteers, who give the gift of time. Your contributions are truly appreciated!

Thank You
Thank you goes out to Van Belles in Courtice for supplying the beautiful urns at the front of
the school. We appreciate your contribution to the beautification of our school!
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Lost & Found
It doesn’t take long for the lost and found to overflow. If you are in the school, please
have a look to see if there are any items that belong to your child(ren). Encourage your
child to regularly check the lost and found located in the main hall, by the
library. Unclaimed items will be donated to a local charity if unclaimed by Dec. 20th.

School Lunches through Healthy Hunger
Domino’s Pizza is offered Mondays and Subway on Wednesdays. Booster Juice is every other
Friday, and will now include wraps. If you have not yet signed up, there is a link on the school
website. These purchases help to support students at Dr. Emily Stowe. Place your orders now!

POPCORN, POPCORN, POPCORN!
Popcorn will be sold every Friday during first break for $1 a bag. Please remember to send your
loonies and help support the Grade 8s with their graduation ceremony and year end trip expenses.

Board Information
Proposed 2020-21 school year calendar
KPR is seeking comments from students, parents, guardians, staff and community members regarding the
proposed school year calendar for 2020-21. Three possible options are being considered, and KPR would like
to know which option our stakeholders prefer. Please review the proposed calendar options and comment
online at www.kprschools.ca by Friday, December 6. If you are not able to access the online survey, please
contact your school office for a paper copy.
As of November 4, 2019, all schools are required to incorporate the following restriction of personal mobile
devices into their School Codes of Conduct:
The use of personal mobile devices during instructional time is permitted under the following circumstances:
• for educational purposes, as directed by an educator
• for health and medical purposes
• to support special education needs
BOARD RECEIVES UPDATE ON EVERY STUDENT MATTERS CENSUS
At a recent meeting of the Kawartha Pine Ridge District School Board, Trustees received an initial update on
the board’s Every Student Matters Census, completed last spring.
Every Student Matters Census
The board conducted its first Every Student Matters Census in the 2018-19 school year, to better understand
the backgrounds, experiences and needs of our students and school communities. Under the Anti-Racism Act,
Ontario school boards are required to collect identity-based data, such as race, ethnicity, gender, sexual
orientation, disability, religious background, and indicators of socio-economic status. KPR also collected data
on student wellbeing and sense of belonging.
Students in Grades 7-12 and Parents/Guardians of JK – Grade 6 students were invited to complete the voluntary
Census. High-level Student Census data was shared at tonight’s meeting.




While analysis will continue over the coming weeks and months, the initial data confirms that KPR schools are
home to families from many cultures, backgrounds, religions and experiences:
86 per cent of Grade 7-12 students (11,330) completed the Census;
Nine per cent of Grade 7-12 students speak a language other than English or French at home;
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Five per cent of Grade 7-12 students were born outside of Canada;
12 per cent of Grade 7-12 students identify as 2SLGBTQ and 3 per cent as questioning/unsure.
11 per cent of Grade 7-12 students identified as Indigenous; and
56 per cent of Grade 7-12 students identify as agnostic or atheist; 28 per cent of Grade 7-12 students identify as
Christian, and 16 percent practice other religions, including Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism and other
forms of spirituality.
Grade 7-12 students also answered questions about their sense of belonging at school, wellbeing, and security.
The results will be used to identify areas where students need additional support and resources.
“We know that our communities are becoming more diverse. This information confirms the importance of
continuing our focus on equity, valuing diversity and ensuring that all of our students and families see
themselves reflected in our schools,” says Diane Lloyd, Chairperson of the Board.
“We want to thank all of the students and families who took time to share information with us through the
Census. The data collected from both students and parents will provide the school system, parents, and the
community, with valuable information to improve our programs and services for the benefit of all students.”
“This data will be of great use to our senior administrative team, and for individual schools, in informing our
ongoing planning and supports, both within and beyond the classroom,” says Dr. Jennifer Leclerc, Director of
Education. “These are also early days with this data. We will take some time over the course of the next year to
review in greater detail with the aim to uncover where we may have achievement gaps and opportunity gaps
for our students. These gaps, for example, can help tell us if we have some demographic groups not achieving
at the level of other demographic groups, or can identify where our system is not serving some of these
demographic groups as well as others. Ultimately, we want all our students to feel welcome, supported and
ready to succeed at school,” says Leclerc.
Summary reports from the Every Student Matters Census will be available at www.kprschools.ca/census in
the new year.
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December
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

Winter
Hat Day
Christmas Market
5-9 p.m.
Poinsettia pickup
3-9 pm

Holiday
Character Day

15

16
Holiday Sweater
Day

17

Holiday Socks
Day

18
Red, Green & White Day

19

Holiday Twin Day

20

Holiday PJ Day

CONCERT 11:30 a.m (1-8),

21 Enjoy your
break. See you
back January 6th.

2:00 p.m. (JK/SK)

22

23

24

29

30

31

10 | P a g e

25

26

27

28

